PRESS RELEASE FROM NORTH WEALDEN COMMUNITY TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP

THE “WEALDLINK” BUS COMES TO ROTHERFIELD

For a trial period, residents of Rotherfield can now use the “Wealdlink” door-to-door community bus service for weekly shopping trips into Crowborough and Tunbridge Wells. This pilot scheme will operate for a year, to the end of March 2011, and will then be reviewed.

The Wealdlink service picks you up from your front door, takes you into Tunbridge Wells on a Tuesday or Crowborough on a Wednesday, gives you time to do your shopping and then returns you back to your home. The law does not allow the use of concessionary bus passes on services of this type. The charge for the return journey to Tunbridge Wells is £4.50, but for the Crowborough service it will, for a limited time, be just £1, thanks to some funding from Morrisons Supermarket.

To register for the service, ring 01273 517332.  Once you are registered, you must book your journey by ringing the same number on the day before you wish to travel. Since the number of passengers wanting to use the service is not known at present, potential passengers will be informed that places on the bus will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis and cannot be guaranteed on a particular day.

Pick-up and return times will vary from week to week, dependent on the number and location of the passengers who book.  Once all bookings for the next day have been taken the bus operator will ring you back to give an approximate time for your pick-up. 

Details of the Wealdlink service, which is aimed at people who find it difficult to use a standard bus service for any reason, are in a leaflet available from the Parish Council.  All vehicles used for this service are able to accommodate wheelchair users and baby buggies.

